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Are you ready to step into the SPOTLIGHT?

we know EVERYBODY’S TALKING ABOUT JAMIE, so we can’t wait to make a stunning WORK OF ART with you all as we go OVER THE TOP

and create a beautiful PLACE WHERE WE BELONG! 

If you understood what we were doing there then you’ve obviously experienced the brilliance that is EVERYBODY’S TALKING

ABOUT JAMIE. This musical has become a smash hit success across the world over the past nine years having been created at

the Sheffield Crucible in 2017.

Based on the real life story of Jamie, originally from County Durham, who was featured in a BBC documentary (Jamie: Drag

Queen at 16) the story follows a young boy who wants to be a drag queen and causes a stir when he shares his wish to wear

a dress to his school prom. We are over the moon to be creating our own production of this smash hit title this year here in

York. 

This is your chance to join in and be part of what is set to be another sensational York Stage SHOW! We really cant wait to

meet you all at auditions. At York Stage we strive for brilliance and aim to get the very best cast we can from talent based

around the region, this doesn’t mean you have to have tons of experience though. Our creative team are great when it comes

to spotting raw talent and thrive on taking chances on new faces… so come in, show us how brilliant you are and trust us

to do the rest!

What we can offer at York Stage is a concise, structured rehearsal period in which your time will not be wasted, a brilliant

creative team who strive to make our rehearsal studio’s a fun place to be: where you can create brilliant work with high

quality talent and unrivalled production values with a professional team of technicians joining us as we head into

production week.

Joining me on the creative team for this show, I am excited to announce, will be the brilliant Jessica Viner (MD credits

include the UK Tour of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and Annie, Asian Tour Singing in the Rain. For York Stage Wizard of Oz,

Calendar Girls and many more) as the show’s Musical Director, and professional dancer and choreographer AJ Powell who

will be creating the show’s choreography with his usual energy and dynamic dance style.

In order for you to prepare fully for your audition we have created this pack which should contain all the information you

may need to prepare for your audition. Please take the time to read the contents thoroughly,

even if you have auditioned for us before, if you have any questions they should be answered in this pack but if not please do

send us an email.

Good luck and remember to keep calm, we only want you to be your best!

Nik Briggs 
York Stage

Welcome to York Stage...



Audition Process...
For Jamie, Pritti, Dean and all other School Student’s RoleS:
Initial Auditions 1/3/26
All performers will be invited to a call which will take place between 1:30pm and 5:30pm on Sunday 1st March. This session

will take place at St Aelreds Community Centre, Fifth Avenue, YO31 0PN. We will email you a more detailed time slot closer

to the day.

At this first initial call we will see all those auditioning do the following…

TAKE PART IN A DANCE AUDITION WITH OUR CHOREOGRAPHER. PLEASE COME WEARING CLOTHES AND FOOTWEAR YOU CAN MOVE IN.

SING PART OF A SONG FROM THE SELECTION PROVIDED IN THE MUSIC PACK, PLEASE PICK ONE THAT YOU FEEL SHOWS YOU OFF (WE

RECOMMEND LISTENING TO THE ORIGINAL CAST SOUNDTRACK FOR REFERENCE).

For Hugo/Loco, Ray, Miss Hedge, Jamie’s Dad and Drag Queen Roles…
Initial Auditions 1/3/26
All performers will be invited to a call which will take place between 1:30pm and 5:30pm on Sunday 1st March. This session

will take place at St Aelreds Community Centre, Fifth Avenue, YO31 0PN. We will email you a more detailed time slot closer

to the day.

At this first initial call we will see all those auditioning do the following…

TAKE PART IN A DANCE AUDITION WITH OUR CHOREOGRAPHER. PLEASE COME WEARING CLOTHES AND FOOTWEAR YOU CAN MOVE IN.

SING PART OF A SONG SUITABLE FOR THE ROLE/S YOU ARE AUDITIONING FOR. THESE SONGS WILL BE SHARED IN OUR MUSIC PACK

PERFORM PART OF THE SCRIPT FOR THE ROLE/S, AGAIN THESE WILL BE SENT OUT AHEAD OF AUDITIONS. 

Recall Auditions - DATE TBC
People will be invited to the auditions following the first session. At this audition we will be looking in more detail at

songs and scenes from the show. Anything additional that needs preparing by performers will be communicated to them

when the invitations are sent out.



CHARACTER DESCRIPTION

JAMIE NEW
A SCHOOL PUPIL, OUR HERO. JAMIE IS A CONFIDENT, EFFERVESCENT 16 YEAR OLD BOY WHO WANTS TO BECOME A DRAG QUEEN. A STRONG

SINGER, ACTOR AND DANCER IS NEEDED FOR THIS ROLE.

PRITTI JAMIE’S BEST FRIEND. A 16 YEAR OLD MUSLIM GIRL. SHE DEFENDS JAMIE, BUT ALSO ISN’T AFRAID TO SPEAK UP AND
KEEP HIM REAL. PRITTI SINGS TWO BIG SONGS SO A CONFIDENT SINGER IS NEEDED.

HUGO/LOCO CHANELLE

A FADED FORMER DRAG QUEEN AND HIS RETIRED ALTER EGO. HE
GREW UP IN A DIFFERENT TIME BUT TAKES JAMIE UNDER HIS
WING. STRONG ACTOR WHO CAN GO FROM GRITTY NORTHERNER
TO FABULOUS DRAG ARTIST.

RAY
MARGARET’S BEST FRIEND, MUSLIM, SHE PRACTICALLY LIVES AT JAMIE’S
HOUSE AND IS MORE OF A PARENT TO HIM THAN HIS OWN DAD. STRONG
COMEDIENNE NEEDED. SINGS DUET WITH JAMIE.

MISS HEDGE
JAMIE'S CAREERS TEACHER. WANTS THE CHILDREN TO KEEP IT REAL,
SHE PUTS THEM OFF THEIR DREAMS. STRONG ACTRESS AND SINGER
NEEDED WITH GOOD MOVEMENT SKILLS.

DEAN PAXTON
THE SCHOOL BULLY, CONFIDENT AND GOOD LOOKING. HE’S THE TOP
DOG IN THE SCHOOL. CONFIDENT ACTOR AND DANCER NEEDED.

JAMIE’S DAD
STRONG ACTOR NEEDED. DOESN’T AGREE WITH HOW JAMIE LIVES
HIS LIFE. STRONG ACTOR NEEDED. THIS ROLE MAY DOUBLE WITH
ONE OF THE THREE DRAG QUEEN ROLES.

Everybody’s Talking About Jamie is a show set predominantly around a group of Year 11 students finishing their time in

compulsory education in Sheffield. We are looking ideally for performers therefore who can play 16 year olds for the

school pupils, although this could include performers in theIR 20's. Whilst there is no upper age limit to our casting, we do

ask you do not apply for auditions if you are under 14 years of age at the time of auditions. 

The ages of the ‘adults’ in the show we are leaving undetermined at this point. 

Please note the we will not be auditioning for the role of Margaret New (Jamie’s Mum) for this production. 

York Stage are committed to ensuring the rich diversity within the community in the story, with regards to the race and

ethnicity of the characters as described below, is represented with our casting. We encourage applications for this

project especially from performers OF Black OR Asian HERITAGE.

Casting Breakdown…



LAIKA VIRGIN/THE OTHER WOMAN

DRAG QUEENS THAT WORK AT LEGS 11. THEY
PERFORM IN VARIOUS NUMBERS AND ALL
BECOME JAMIE’S DRAG FAMILY. GOOD HARMONY
SKILLS REQUIRED FOR THESE VOCALISTS.

TRAY SOPHISTICAY/YOUNG LOCO

SANDRA BOLLOCK/JOHN

BECCA
A FEMALE IDENTIFYING SCHOOL PUPIL, BLACK.
STRONG SINGER/DANCER.

VICKI
A FEMALE IDENTIFYING SCHOOL PUPIL. STRONG
SINGER/DANCER.

BEX
A FEMALE IDENTIFYING SCHOOL PUPIL, WHITE.
STRONG SINGER/DANCER.

FATIMAH
A FEMALE IDENTIFYING SCHOOL PUPIL, ASIAN.
STRONG SINGER/DANCER.

LEVI
A MALE IDENTIFYING SCHOOL PUPIL, BLACK,
STRONG SINGER/DANCER.

CY
A MALE IDENTIFYING SCHOOL PUPIL. STRONG
SINGER/DANCER.

MICKEY
A MALE IDENTIFYING SCHOOL PUPIL. STRONG
SINGER/DANCER.

SAYID
A MALE IDENTIFYING SCHOOL PUPIL, MUSLIM.
STRONG SINGER/DANCER.

SCHOOL ENSEMBLE x4
FOUR SCHOOL PUPILS WITH PLENTY OF
ATTITUDE, CONFIDENT DANCERS/SINGERS
NEEDED.

Casting Breakdown…



INITIAL AUDITIONS
RECALL (IF INVITED TO RECALL
PLEASE ALSO PREPARE)

JAMIE NEW
SONG - AND YOU DONT EVEN KNOW
IT/ SCENE - JAMIE, PRITTI, DEAN
AND BECCA’S

SONG - UGLY IN THIS UGLY WORLD/
SCENES - JAMIE AND RAY,
HUGO/LOCO AND JAMIE

PRITTI
SONG - IT MEAN’S BEAUTIFUL/ SCENE -
JAMIE, PRITTI, DEAN AND BECCA’S

TBC

HUGO/LOCO CHANELLE
SONG - THE LEGEND OF LOCO
CHANELLE/ SCENE - LOCO

SONG - OVER THE TOP/ SCENE -
HUGO/LOCO AND JAMIE

RAY
SONG - LIMITED ADDITION/ SCENE -
RAY

SCENE - JAMIE AND RAY

MISS HEDGE
SONG - WORK OF ART/SCENE - MISS
HEDGE

TBC

DEAN PAXTON
SONG - EVERYBODY’S TALKING
ABOUT JAMIE/ SCENE - DRAG
QUEENS, JAMIE AND DEAN

SONG - WORK OF ART

JAMIE’S DAD SONG - NA/ SCENE - JAMIE’S DAD TBC

LAIKA VIRGIN/TRAY
SOPHISTICAY/SANDRA
BOLLOCK

SONG - OVER THE TOP/ SCENE -
DRAG QUEENS, JAMIE AND DEAN

TBC

NAMED SCHOOL
STUDENTS AND SCHOOL
ENSEMBLE

SONG - EVERYBODY’S TALKING
ABOUT JAMIE

SCENE - WE WILL WORKSHOP THE
CLASSROOM SCENE

Casting Breakdown…
PLEASE SEE BELOW THE PIECES YOU SHOULD PREPARE FOR YOUR AUDITION. THESE PIECES CAN BE FOUND ON OUR PRIVATE DOWNLOAD PAGE

WHICH YOU WILL BE ABLE TO ACCESS FOLOOWING AUDITION SIGN UP. 



Your commitments...
Rehearsals
For those successful in being cast, we will start rehearsals Summer 2026.

Rehearsals will take place in York on a Sunday mostly in the afternoon/evening, then two weekday evenings from 7pm, which

will be set by the creative team depending on availability of cast members. For your convenience, we will issue a full

rehearsal schedule ahead of the first rehearsal as not everyone will be called to every rehearsal.

It is encouraged that if you accept a place in the EVERYBODY’S TALKING ABOUT JAMIE company you DO NOT audition or accept roles

in productions that rehearse around the same time. Whilst we understand there will be occasions you may not be available

for rehearsals it is NOT accepted by the creative team for rehearsals to be missed because of attendance at rehearsals for

any other shows. Please let the team know at auditions if there are any other shows you are involved in so we can assess the

viability of you taking part in both, again it must be stressed it will be expected rehearsals for EVERYBODY’S TALKING ABOUT

JAMIE will be given priority over other rehearsals in all instances.

Performances
Performances will take place at the Grand Opera House York, from the 16-24th October 2026.

Please note there will be matinee performances at 2:30pm on Saturday 17th and Saturday 24th. There will be a 4pm show on

Sunday 18th and no show on the Monday. 

Cast will be required for technical and dress rehearsals on the evenings of the 13th, 14th and 15th October.

Fees
There will be a show fee of £100 for any performer’s who have not yet taken GCSE’s to take part in this production. To help

cover chaperone costs. 

We do not charge additional subs, membership fees or any other levy’s.



Good Luck!
we can’t wait to meet you.


